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We cannot close these notice s without alludrng to the dreadful 
mortali:y that h as pre1•aile~ on th e island. In the summers of 1842 
nn<l 18-13, we visited some of the hospitals, or private rooms of the 
sick, almost dai ly ; and hare had considernble opportunity to witness 
the progress and effects of disease, and to ascertain its causes . The 
clim ate is evidently unhealthy; but is becoming less and less so, 
and may, for aught we see, be made as salubrious as that of any 
oth er place on the coa st of China . The principal causes of sick
nes s, we think , have been, first, exposure to the heat of the sun; 
8econdly, excess in eating and drinking,-especially the latter; and 

thirdl y , 1,ad houses. Were exposure to the sun properly avoided, 
~tric t temperance maintained, and elevated and dry and well ventu
lat ed re.sidences en joyed, we should expect the sickness to decrease 
full nine-tenth . 

AnT . VI .fo11r11nl kept b!J Jlr . Gully and capt . Denham , during 
a captivit,11 i11 Chi1111 ill the !Jear 1842. Edited by a barri ster. 
l, 011do11, l t:3H . 

U .'I or aho ut th e 13th of August, 1842, one hundr ed and ninety 
se1·cn men, late of th e Briti sh vessels the Ann and Nerbudda, wer e 
pla ced on their kn ees near to each other , th eir feet in · irons and 
th eir hands manacl ed behind their backs. This wa~ on a wide plain 
ju st out s ide the ga tes of the capital of Formo sa, and in the presence 
many th ousa nds of Chinese . Tho se unfortunate men knew not for 
what purpose it was that they were brought from their prisons and 
thu s made a public spec tacle . In this state of suspense the execu
tio-;;"ers appeared, an<l with their heavy swords coolly proceeded in 
th eir mortal work. Th eir heads were all serered from their bodies; 
th e former, plac ed in small baskets, were carried away to be exposed 
up on th e sca -, hore; while th eir bodies-one hu11dred n11d nincl!f· 
.sr1·r11, wN r. all thro\\'n together into •one common grave' 

Capt. Dl'rrham·s and Mr. Roop '8 journals have already been notic
, .• ,1 111 our pag es. Sre vol. X 11. pp. I 13, 2:l,'i . Also some publi c 
doc um errts. iss ued by sir H enr y Pollin ge r . \\'ill he foun<l i11 ,·ol. XI. 
pp . 6~2. 1;;'<:l . 

. \m ung that ,nultnud e murder ed by the utlir,c r, of the Chi11e, 1• 
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go \'e rnment , on th e plains of F ormo sa, th ere was a galla nt yo un g mun 

who had been on board the N emes is , and hono rahly di stin guished 
him se lf at the taking of Nin gpo . Thi s w as 1\lr. R o.brrt G .illy. He 

had be en engaged in commercial pur suit s , prel'i nusly to jnin in g the 

Nemesis, and was now, l\lar c h Rth , 18 42, embarking at Ch usan, on 
board the Ann , to revisit his fri end s in M acao, " int endin g to rcrnru 

ag ain in tim e to see Peking tak en ." W e h al'e ca re full y rea d hi~ 
journal and lett ers, from th at dat e till a fews days be fore hi s dea th

of whi c h he prob ably had no intimati on pr ev iou sly to be ing brought 

with th e others to the field of blood . It is not ou r int enti on to dw ell 
on th e melancholy parti cul ars of th ei r impri sonmen t and death ; we 

shall content our se ll'es with gleaning from th e journ al n f i\lr . Gully 

a fe w int e res tin g parti cu lars rega rdin g th e cou ntr y an d th e peop le 
which he sa w. And the se we sha ll lay hcfo re uu r read er~ eit her 

111 his or our own word s, bei ng ca re ful alll'ays to exhibit the fact s 

a~ th ey are stated in th e journ al. All th e part ic ulars of th e wre ck, 

&c ., are alr ea dy in th e hand s o f our rea ders . 

" .•,,larch 14th. Shortly after breukfnst we heard o noise ouL5irlr , nnd saw 
opear• anrl flags . Our guards told us we were going nwny. One ol' thl!lll 
called Mr. Roope aside, und took him up a lnrlder whrre he sung 011! to 111c 

for ass istance . Captai n Denham and myself went up to him und found thr, 
Holdicr frying to persuade Mr. Roope to go up stairs, und marle moti~ns for 
us not to go out to the mandarins. W e went up ton sm,LII clean room, where 
the man want ed us to remain, but thinking it was only for the purpose of 
plunder that he wishe d to keep us, we determined to go with the resL Per
haps the fellow had hea rd of our offer to the junkma n and really meunt well, 
but it was difficult to judg e. We were then all l.ltken before thr ee manda rins, 
ticket>! put round our necks, and we marched under a, stro ng escort of 
soldiers to a amall walled town inland about three miles. Th e walls were 
of round stone nnd chunam. We passed from one end of the town lo the 
other, where we were seated unrler the wa lls close to a m,111darin's oflicc 
fbr about half an hour, [ supp0se for the people to have a goorl look at us. 
W e were then take n into the mandarin 's premises and divided into two 
parties, the soldiers having previ ously told us we were go ing to be behearl
i>d, which r should have believ ed if they had not overdone the thing by 
begi nnin g to sharpen their swords o~ the stoned. 'vVe were put into two 
cells about eight feet by seven eac h, in euch of which were stowed twenty
five of us and three juiler s or goards, the weather extremely cold, nothing 
to lay our heads on, and nothing but a sprinklinl! of straw t'> keep u~ from 
the damp bricks. Th e land on each side of the road wrui cult i,·ut•,d nnd rice 
growing, the fielda were very small, ancl only di\'id ed by a low round em
bankment about one foor high. Th e villages appeared to be pretty, from their 
being surrounde,\ by bamboo. H<•re, t'or the tirst time, I saw a wheele d 



300 .lfr . Gu.lly' , lourna{ 

cert, but -we had before noticed the marks of whe<:ls on our first march. It 
was o. very clumsy aff11.ir, drawn by a bullock . It was pus.sing aero~ the 
ploughed ground . for no reason that I could see except that there was no other 
road . The wheels were composed of two solid pieces of wood join ed together 
in the centre, with a hole which merely Hlipped on to the axle-tree nnd was 
confined by a finch-pin. The cart WIL~ of bumboo. Th e wheels mudc very 
curiou~ gyrulions in their pussage through the mud. In the villages we were 
stared at by every boily, women and all. The women were unnccounlahly 
plain even for Chinese women, both here and through all parts of the: iRland 
I have seen, but they have a very pretty fashion _of wearing natural flowers 
in their h~ir. On our rood we passed 'several parties employed carrying the 

. brig's gnns in the · same direction that we were traveling . Altogether, I tl1ink 
under other circumstances I should have enjoyed tl1is trip much, but my feet 
were RO painful _with the sores of our former march th,9-t I could not. As it 
was, it was a great relief after the crowded granary, and I think did me good. 

15th. Nothing of any moment occurred except that l\'e ' "!Jre joined hy 
the gunner and sea-cunnics, · missing up lo this time . Th ey hud been 
much better treated than ourselves, and had clothe~ given to them, though 
rather of a fnnta'tllic nalurE1. The treatm ent may, perhaps, be partly attri
buted to their thinking the gunner to be some great man, from his having a 
mermaid marked on his arm, in the way common among sea-faring people. 
They partly labored under this mi~take up to this present meeting. Botl1 
this day and the 16th we were crowded by visil ers,. who were a great nui
sance. The government people who came, all told the same lie ,-lhal we 
were going to be sent away in a junk. One follow took the trouble lo draw 
me out one side to explain it more clearly. If we ever pluced reliance in 
their word~ we were undeceiv ed on the evening of tl1e 17th, for we were 
then all taken before ~andarins, ticketed, a '.resh n_a~ given to ench, and 
ornamented with handcuffs, we were placed m chn1re and convey ed out of 
the town. \Ve passed ontsidc, and for some miles ovei'a - dmntry tolerably 
cultivated. \Ve were told in tlie villag e~ we passe d through that we were 
going to have our head• taken off. During the pussuge my bearers capsized 
my chair three times, which was occasioned by the slippery state of tl1c 
footpath . I enjoyed this much more than tJ1c bearers, who got a good blow 
ing up from the soldiers by whom we were attended every time it happened . 
Al last they persuaded the n,an who had charge of the key of my hanrlcuffs 
to allow me to walk, which I agreed to do a.s long BY the · roud continued 
80~. (The man ,vith the key at~.cnded me all the ,my to Taiwan fu.) I was 
glad enough to take advantage of the pcrmisaion to walk. I particularly 
ob~en·ed that the soldiers in many instance s carried a very superior kind of 
matchlock to any I had seen in Cl1ina before, and they were kept in much 
better order. The barrels were cut ou!side , six square, and as 1rell as the 
bore were qnit c smooth and bright. Rome again were wrctched-looking
b~ings with rusty spears, shields and old cups, without any stiffening- in the 
borders. These l conje\:l\lre.d w~re ~.1~ militia, the others regulars. A 
short time ati er I observed wh,Pat gro·~:ing, but the crops wne on!)' sllll!.11 

• 
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und pool' lll tomparison to tho,,e con11non in l,;nglund. Thi s wne the cu e · 
throughout tlic whole journey to thia towu , and I d11re say the Chinese 
und ersta nd at> liul e al>out growing wheat or bnrley ns our farmers know 

about rice. We soon came to a very borren desc ription of count ry, int er 
esting to geologists only. Immen se ploin• str ei.ching inland us far as we 
could see, compooed of round Htones, the sume as we cull " boulders" in 
Yorkshire, with hills or mountains formed of the same, no ~-egetntion being 
visible except now and then II gree n spot on th e rnry tops of the hills, the 
first of which wna some mile~ from the se11. IJ p to the time of our 
wreck I had ulwuys imagined th e shore of For111osa to be ,·cry bold, from 
having seen th ese hilla often . while at aca . 'rh c lanrl, betw ee n them and the 
~eo, is so very low and without trees tl;al it 11111st be .-ery dec eiving to any 
one ot sea, and I doubt very much if the channel, ao la id clown in the chart , 
ia not too wid e. During thi s, our first trip in se ,lans. we were shown mnny · 
_littl e roadside public houses, where we were ta11gh t how to spend our mace 
by tl,e man who had cha rge of cucl ,. The se houses,\ toge ther with eve ry 
building we passe d, wer e fom1ed of t~c be fore-mentioned boulders and mud, 
with , in many instances, a large wide•spreadi,lg tree or trees with eeat~ 
close to them. 'l'hc cou ntry had a most wild autl heavy a~pcct, more· ao 
than any I ever saw, and I bc_gan to think F ormosit" sud n,isnome r. Th e 
scattered houses were few and far bet we ' n, und the people ap peam d a mor e 
wretchcd ill-cl othe d rn,ce than I ever saw in China bcfoi:_e. Thi s day'" 
march, oltogeth cr in 11 southerly clirccli'>II, wos about twenty-li ve miles; we 
crossi,d several streams running to the west ward, a ll of wliich were evidently 
~muller than at some other seasons of the year. \V e nlso passed several 
small towns not walled, or if so, the walla were only of mud, but all hod 
gates, one u brick one, tlte othr.r bamboo . 'vVe suffered all sort,; of abu se 
and indigniti es in passing thrOL1gh these , as well us all the others thr oughout . 
the whole journey; buj the 1<J011~n did'nol join in this, ulthnugh th ey snowed 
the· usual curiosity of the sex. 'vVe arriv ed at ot1r halting-pl a.:e, n larg e . 
town with high walls mad e of hri ck, about dusk ; for some miles preri ous to 
getting th ere, tl1e country was a continued paddy Hwump intcrper sccl with 
small hamlets , su rround ed with bamboo , which gro ws hem larger thuu I 
·ever snw in other plac es. I have noticed it full s ixty foct hi'gh . I found , 
Qn minute inspection, thut the axle-treC8 of the wheeled carts turn ed with the 
wheels. The bazn.r of · this town appe ared well furni shed with fish. \V c 

observed the maBt heads of several junks a short distance to the wes tward, 
and these were the only sig ns of the sea thnt met our eye until we got clo,e 
to Taiwan fu . 

l\tr . Gully throughout his journey on Formosa saw a great man ,y 

graves " preci se ly like our own ," and but rnry few with the usual 

Ch inese-s hap ed to1)1bstone s. He complains much , and evidently 

with good cause , of c ruel tre atment . He says: 
"Our j ailer I b<,]icvc to be the most wi,;k~d brute that c,·cr was crea ted . 

\\ ' r w!'re in H den sn small thot not one ot~ us cou ld strrt r h our lr.1;s st 
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nigh t, being c01led up like dogs. Ounng the time I had the piles, I did not 
sleep for nights toge ther . Ten of us, viz., the five sea -cunni es, two Manilla 
me n, the gu nner, Mr. Partrid gP, and myse lf, with a buck et in a wretched 
hove l only eleven feet six inches by aevcn feet six, and for t,vo months and 
more we "' ere confined in it, and never allowed out hut o~"' a day to 
wu.sh, and at Jirst thi s was not allow ed, and when it was, for upwards of s 
month, only one or two co~ld ,vash every morning, unless they washed in 
th e wate r used by the othPrs, the villain of a jailer being too lazy to furnish 
more tha n a few pints e\'ery ruornin g.n 

All sorts of provi s ion s, e, pecially ve get ab les and fruit s, see m to 

h ave be en -plentiful , but the supply for the prisoner s was oft en small 

enough . Th e mangoes we re good, and were so ld among the peo pl e 

at th e r ate o f 1500 and 2000 for a dollar . He found thi s fruit 

wh oleso me, and ate it , rind and all, to cure the dyse nt e ry . He 

\.. al~o took opium for the same purpos e, and thu s notic es its effects : 
1 " in a quarter of an" hour it began to mak e me feel quite h app y, in 

an hou r quite s ick , and laid me on my back the whole day ." He 

often also complains of the ni gh tmar e, bad sleep , &c . H e thu s 

describes hi s re s ide n ce : ~ 

"July 25th. Up ns lisua l. F ine morning, but slept badly. Nightma re 
all night. I have ju st thought that in case this should survive us it may be 
interes ting to know the furn iw re of our abode. Th e ce ll is nil but as large 
as the opposite one from which we were removed, but we have thr ee ad\'Bn• 
tages over our opposite neig hbors, vi1., I. Th ere are only three of us. 2. The 
window has only si ngle liars. 3. \V e hnve air-holes in the roof. T o sleep 
on we havP five hard -wood plank s about eig ht feet long by fourteen inches 
wide and two thick. Th e , floor is of broken bricks. A bamb oo is slung 
nearly the length of the place, on which " in the dayt ime we ha9g our mats, 
two in numb er, for sleepi ng on. Besides these I now see two towels hang• 
mg from it, one made from part of an old pair of ·cot ton draw ers, and the 
other of gra.,s cloth given me liy Zu Q.uang Leon . Ditto belongi ng to Mr. 
Partridge, ands bundl e of papers, _ sketc hes; &c., tied up 1,y a strin g. On 
the eust wall are the remains of a pictu re of Chin Hoe damage d liy the rain. 
The window focPs the west. On one side of it is hanging my pipe, given 
me by the capta in's party. On the other is a sma ll looking-glass given me 
by one of the jllil ers, a numbe r of pencils and four monghoons. Our pillowe 
of pieces of bamboo, with u qunnny-mn t for keep ing the aft ernoon's sun out 
of the pince, nnd a che cquer- board are on the plan k 0 . On the north wall ar e 
hanging our wash ing- tub, which cost Ud 50 cosh, a broom for sweepi ng 
the plank s,' a ba.-,ket containi ng some hooks, &c ., helongi ng to the former 
occupa nts; ~ basket containing our chop-sticks and spoons of bamboo, the 
gunner ', towel and a sti.-k for carryi ng a lant ern . In thi s wall is a sma ll 
reces s con taining a clay lamp and stand, a few bamboo sticks, and two ir(ln 
wires for clean ing pipes , three papers of tobacc o and some waote-papcr. In 

• 
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the corn er ·two 5ucks have been dnl' en 111to th e wall on wl11ch rest the log 
books and some papers. Below that is u small shelf; on which arc placed 
seve ral cups, and uroken saucerd, and paints, two chow-cho w cups ( 1 broken 
th e third a week ago), gil'en us 1,y Ja ck, a sma ll eart henware kettl e for 
boil ing tea- water and brewing gamsh u when we cuu get it, given us by 
Aticoa. Belo w the shelf is suspi,nded a hollow piece of bambo o holding 
our firepan, and l,elow that 11 sma ll fireplace, likewise a present from Aticou , 
a cooking p~t bought by oursel ves, anoth er contain ing charcoa l (th e pot 
given by J ack), sel'eral old straw shoes and piece s of bamhoo for smoking 
out th e musquitoes. On the sou th side arc pendant, 1st, the Bank, u string 
of cash about eo or 90, a fun, a sma ll basket containing a few opium pills and 
our stock of ten, my hat which cos t 30 cas h; 1 have cove red it with oiled 
paper. 1 am sitting on a bamb oo stoo l wh ich belongs .to the forme.r occu
piers of the place, my foot resting on another give n Mr. Partrid ge by tho 
towka (I suppose the head jail er~ Opposite is the door, behind it the 
l,ucket: on my left is the window, on the sill of which are two combs, one 
of which _bought for th irtee n cash a few days after my arriv e! nt this town, 
bei ng money I hnd save d from th e m'iice per clay allowed us durin g the jour
ney. l\ly fan is stic king in th e window , an<l I am writing with thi~ book 
res tin g on a board painted red with black characters on it, and t" ·o green 
eyes above looking at them . I think this is all. N o, I ha\' e forgotten to 
mentio n that on th e south wall hang my long ell t rousers given me by Kit
chil, lascar, my grass c loth ones, given me by th e lot ier, and a pnir of woolen 
socks give n me by Franci s; and from the same string hnngs Mr Ro ope'e 
log . . If you ca n ca ll uny thin g in thi s list a luxury, you must reco llec t that 
we ha\' e only had it hite ly ; for two months we had nothin g, nnd were an
noye d by myriads of fleas, bugs , lice, anl~, muaquitoes, am! ce nt ipedes, with · 
out a possibility of getting rid of them, excep t uy dea th or a miracle . J 
hav e on my bac k now the only shirt (and a woolen one too) I ha,·c had for 
nea rly five months, and half a pair of co tton drawers are on my legs. I 
omitted to mention, that on the north wall is my co lendur . Every morning 
I sc rat ch with the head of a rusty nail, the day of th e month W e have nlso 
a third wooden stool lent to us by Aticno . Empl oyed we nre, but the days 
are awfully tedio us, and I am sadly at a loss for something to pass away the 
time, and feel the want of books." 

We ha ve space fur no more extrac ts ; these however are enough, 

and th ey show fairly and fully the manner in which the prisoners 

passed their days and night s, and show U5 also somewhat of th eir 

sufferin gs. But the authors of th ei r sufferings, and their cruel 

murderers-where are they! Have they been brought to justice? 
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