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Cuthbert Collingwood was the fifth of six sons born in Greenwich, England to Samuel 
Collingwood, architect and contractor.(1)  Cuthbert Collingwood received his initial 
education at King's College School and later matriculated from Christ Church, Oxford 
on 8 April 1845, where he received his BA in 1849, his MA in 1852, and his MB in 
1854.(2)  He studied broadly within the natural sciences, focusing on medicine and 
biology.(3)  After receiving his MB, Collingwood went on to study at Edinburgh 
University and then at Guy's Hospital (under the guidance of Dr. Addison), after which 
he continued his research at medical schools in Paris and Vienna.(4) 

From 1858 to 1866, Collingwood served as a lecturer on botany at the Royal Infirmary 
Medical School in Liverpool.  During this time, he also lectured on biology at the 
Liverpool School of Science, publishing his first major work in 1865: "Twenty-one 
Essays on Various Subjects, Scientific and Literary."(5) 

In early 1866, as a volunteer surgeon and naturalist under the sanction of the 
Admiralty, Collingwood undertook a scientific voyage for the study of marine zoology 
aboard the H.M.S Rifleman and the H.M.S. Serpent, visiting China, Formosa, the 
Pescadores Islands (off the coast of Formosa), Borneo, Labauan, Sarawak, the 
Philippines and Singapore.(6) 

Traveling aboard the H.M.S. Serpent with Commander Bullock, Collingwood first 
arrived in Takao on 6 May 1866, where he met Dr. Maxwell and William Gregory, 
whom he credited for providing a good deal of aid.  Collingwood was struck by the 
poverty of Takao, and took particular notice of the differences in ethnicity and customs 
between the Chinese and aborigines.  From there, Collingwood and Bullock sailed by 
Taiwanfoo (which failed to impress Collingwood), and then to Tamsui, where he 
explored the local rice trade and exchanged banquets with the resident Chinese 
mandarin.  From Tamsui (Tamsuy), he also made a brief trip up river (about ten miles) 
to Bangka (Mangka); his published works record comments on the local trade here, 
suggesting means for improvement.  Collingwood then sailed to Kelung (Keelung), 



where he became acquainted with local coal mining operations (though he received a 
"less than cordial" greeting from the coal merchants); he commented on the primitive 
manual labor at the mines and performed a technical evaluation of the quality of the 
coal.  Finally, Collingwood traveled to Sauo (Sano) on the northeast coast to see some 
"native color."  He was very taken by the natives and learned a bit of their language but 
found no evidence of indigenous religion or written script.(7)   

After this extended expedition, Collingwood returned to Liverpool, where he became 
the senior physician at the Northern Hospital and was intimately involved in the 
intellectual and religious life of the city.(8)  Collingwood became a prominent 
Swedenborgian (member of the 'New Church') and remained a member of that order 
for the rest of his life.(9)  During this period of his life,(10) Collingwood served as the 
Honorable Secretary of the Literary and Philosophical Society and as Vice-President of 
the Field Club; he was an Honorable Lecturer on Zoology and Botany at the School of 
Science and a Professor of Physiology in the original Queen's College.  Collingwood 
also proved very prolific, writing some forty papers on natural history in scientific 
periodicals, as well as publishing many expositions on his religious beliefs (in both 
verse and prose) during the course of his lifetime.(11) 

From 1876 to 1877, Collingwood journeyed to Palestine and Egypt, and at some date 
thereafter (perhaps after his return from Egypt) moved to Paris, France, where he died 
on 20 October 1908.(12) 
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