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Charles William Le Gendre was born to Jean Francios and Aricie Louise Marie Gertrude 
(Wable) Le Gendre on 26 August 1830 in Ouillins, France.  His family is said to have 
been well connected and important.  Le Gendre was educated at the Royal College of 
Rheims, but he eventually graduated from the University of Paris.  At the age of 21, he 
married Clara Victoria Mulock, daughter of William (a well known New York lawyer) 
and Marie Guilbert Mulock, on 31 October 1854 in Brussells, Belgium.  Soon after their 
marriage, Le Gendre moved to the United States and became a naturalized citizen.(1) 

With the outbreak of the Civil War in the United States in 1861, Le Gendre became 
involved in the U.S. military.  Initially, he helped recruit the 51st New York Volunteer 
Infantry (a segment of the Union ranks attached to General Burnside’s coast division), 
and was commissioned a major of that regiment on 29 October 1861.  Le Gendre 
participated in the campaign of North Carolina, and was present at the capture of 
Roanoke Island in 1862.  At the time, he was a major in Lieutenant Colonel (later 
General) Robert B. Potter’s 51st Regiment Infantry.(2)  Le Gendre received positive 
recognition from United States officials and generals for his actions in the latter conflict.  
However, he was badly wounded at the battle of New Bern, North Carolina on 14 
March 1862, "a ball injuring both the corner of the jaw and the spinal process."  Le 
Gendre was cited for displaying "most conspicuous courage until he fell wounded."(3) 

Despite this grievous injury, Le Gendre continued in the service and was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel on 20 September 1862.  In 1863, he was attached to the 9th army 
corps, with which he made numerous campaigns; he was promoted to colonel on 14 
March 1863.  At the second battle of the Wilderness in Virginia on 6 May 1864, while 
serving under General Grant, Le Gendre was again severely injured "by a rifle ball that 
carried away both his left eye and the bridge of the nose."(4)  At the time of the last raid 
by General Lee's Confederate army of Annapolis, Maryland, Le Gendre, though still 
hospitalized, was detailed to organize the defense of the city.(5)  At some point during 
1864, Le Gendre was appointed chief of the recruiting service for the 9th army corps in 
New York State and served in this capacity for two months.(6)  Le Gendre was finally 



honorably discharged on 4 October 1864,(7) and was further given the brevet title of 
brigadier general for meritorious service on 13 March 1865.(8) 

On 13 July 1866 Le Gendre was appointed to be American consul at Amoy, China.  He 
left New York for Liverpool in July 1866 and took an overland route through Europe 
and Asia, eventually arriving in Amoy in December of 1866.  As consul, Le Gendre was 
in control of five port cities: Amoy, Keelung, Taiwanfoo, Tamsui, and Takao.(9) 

Le Gendre was quickly called upon to use his authority, which he exercised decisively, 
in a case of illegal coolie trade (a common practice in southern Chinese port cities) 
associated with the La Vierge in early 1867.(10) 

Following the wreck of the United States ship the Rover on 12 March 1867 and the 
subsequent killing of the surviving crew by aborigines, Le Gendre quickly traveled to 
Foochow, arriving on 2 April 1867, to persuade the governor generals of Fukien and 
Chekiang to intervene and put pressure on the Chinese authorities in Formosa to 
resolve the issue.(11)  The governor general of Fukien gave Le Gendre permission to go 
to Formosa himself, and wrote him a letter of introduction to take to the prefect of 
Formosa, asking him to cooperate with Le Gendre, but adding that "if the consul takes 
measures to manage the case himself, please invite him not to do so, for these savages 
might give him more trouble that he thinks."(12)  Le Gendre commissioned the United 
States steamer Ashuelot, under the command of Captain Febriger, in order to visit the 
scene of the wreck and to try (unsuccessfully) to get foreign officials in Taiwanfoo 
(where he arrived on 18 April) to act.  After a subsequent failed punitive expedition 
carried out by Rear Admiral Bell of the United States navy, Le Gendre again returned to 
Formosa -- this time without any reference to his superiors.  While in Formosa, he 
asserted United States consular authority, selected a deputy consul in north Taiwan, 
visited the Keelung mines, and gathered information from United States merchants.(13) 

Upon return to south China, Le Gendre managed to persuade the governor general in 
Foochow to send a military force to southern Formosa.  The force, significantly smaller 
than the 400 to 500 soldiers recommended by Le Gendre, was dispatched on 25 July 
1867.  Le Gendre then personally requested a gunboat from Admiral Bell, which he was 
denied, and eventually managed to commission the Volunteer.  He embarked for 
Formosa on 4 September 1867,(14) telling his superiors that "I am going there as a mere 
spectator. . . .  I have no jurisdiction over the Chinese forces."(15) 

Le Gendre quickly assumed de facto command of the mission from General Liu in the 
course of a long and difficult march into deep aboriginal lands in southern Formosa 
(some of which required extensive road construction).  Then, with the aid of William A. 
Pickering and James Horn, Le Gendre negotiated an effective treaty guaranteeing the 
safety of shipwrecked American and European sailors with Tauketok, the chief of 18 
aboriginal tribes in the area when the Rover has gone ashore.(16)  



On 6 September 1871 a Japanese ship wrecked off the coast of Formosa and the crew 
were murdered by Boutans.  On 29 February 1872, Le Gendre left for Formosa to 
attempt to get the treaty with Tauketok extended to cover Japanese sailors as well.  
However, this mission was largely unsuccessful, and as a result, Le Gendre had a falling 
out with United States Minister to Peking, Mr. Low.(17) 

Later that same year, Le Gendre stopped off in Japan en route to the United States from 
Amoy, and was asked to join the Japanese foreign service.  After some debate, Le 
Gendre resigned from his post as United States consul on 12 December 1872 and 
entered the service of the Emperor of Japan at $12,000 per year as an advisor to a 
planned expedition to Formosa, becoming the first foreigner employed in a Japanese 
government post.(18)  Serving in the capacity of second-grade foreign service official, 
Le Gendre participated in a diplomatic mission to Peking, headed by Japanese Foreign 
Minister Soejima Taneomi (1828-1905), in December 1872.  After meeting with only 
partial success in negotiations with Peking, Le Gendre was chosen to personally assist 
the expedition to Formosa in 1874.  However, Le Gendre was unexpectedly imprisoned 
for a brief time at Shanghai on the orders of the United States consul-general for 
deserting the service, and thus never actually made it to Formosa.  Although the 
mission was eventually more controversial than successful, Le Gendre received the 
decoration of the second class of merit (Order of the Rising Sun) for his service in July 
1874, becoming the first among either foreigners or Japanese to be admitted into the 
Order after its institution by the Emperor of Japan.  He retired later that same year.(19) 

Le Gendre remained in Japan until 1890, working in a private capacity for Okuma, 
Shigenobu (1838-1922), a political party leader.(20)  In March 1890 he left Japan to take 
up an appointment as the vice-president of the Korean Home Office.  Upon Judge O.N. 
Denny's resignation later that year, Le Gendre became adviser to the household 
department of the King of Korea, holding that position until his death of apoplexy in 
Seoul on 1 September 1899.(21) 
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