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THE ABORIGINES OF FORMOSA. 

Inform.o.tion respeoting tho Aborigines remains exceedingly meagre , notwithstandiog that foreign 
commercial interoou rs e with the islund hrui now existed for n number of years, and !.hat, oven as far hack 
as A.D. 1628, Dutoh Missionaries wore lo.bouring in the Formosa field. Under t.he circumstances i t may 
not prove utterly unpr ofituble to peruse some or the information whioh is 11.L the disposal of "a. son of Han," 
should ho become cur ious respecting the "raw savages,'' na the Aborigines n.re in common pn.rlf\uce styled in 
Chinese ciroles; the following notes on tribes ocoupyiug territory in Lhc Tamsui -t'ing bnve therefore been 
translated from Chinese text. 

It must be distinctly understood that the vero.oit.y of t,he stateme nts now given cannot be vouched 
for , 11lthough it is quite possible that iu miuor details they may prove to be nbout I.he m:u'k. 'The animosity 
,vhi cl.L exists between the snvnges nnd the Chinese nll along the borders of the central mountain ranges, 
pr ecludes the idon. or the latt er boing nble Lo tlenetrate Lo I.he -regnln.r Aboriginnl settlements to obtuin dtttl\, 

aud it must bo on but. cw·sory insights iuM> the eve1·y-dny life of those savages who frequent the vicini ty of 
bart er stations-and who ns a rule are not favo11rnble spcoime11s--tb11t native accounts m·e bnsed. 

No E1u·opeao ho.a so for resided amongst the Aborigines for the length of time requisite ere he would 
be justifi ed in speaklng autborilntively as to their mA.nners and customs, nnd this results 11ot so mnch from 
a d.rcnd of tr eache ry ou their pnrt, as of contrnotiug one of the dm1gerous types of fever which coustantly 
prevail iu a regi on where as a rnlo tbe sun's mys, owiug to the dansity of the foliage, mrely sncccod in 
t.borougltly penetrating. 

lJ11Je.lli,rg& nf Ille A iJorigi11e8.-'l'be tribes iu the south of the ' l'ing ruu up a frame house of timbe r, 
which they thatch with grass. 'l'he edifice is smnll, and until members or t\ family =ry on: all occupy 
one compnrtment. 

'l'be north ern tribes having t o provide against. damp, construct a sort or storied house, which is 
ascend ed into by menus of I\ ladder o.nd possesses n. woodon flooring; others again uuihl 11 wooden hut iu the 
shape of an inve1·tcd bol\t. 

1Um3 of .F'ood.-Tbe soutbem tribes snbsisc chiefly ou millet nn<l sesamum, gl"owing but. lill,lc rice. 
Th ey mll.Ilufacture n s_pirit by sleeping mill et in water and nllowing it to ferment. ll'isb, crabs, shrimps and 
such like they preserve in brin e; venison they sni t and t.lry in str ips; such other cd!ules as lhey nre able to 
obtniu 1.1.re disposed of ru.w. 

The uortborn Lribos nro indifferent. hu s!iandmon and exist on yams and sweet potutoes. What, few 
necessaries they stnnd in need of are ohto iMbl c by unrtcring deer, pith p1ipcr

1 
and rattans. Lik o thoir 

southern brethren t hey obtnin a liqu or from millet, but liy fil-sL masticating the grRin, next drying it in the 
sun, nnd fumlly leaving it, covered with wl\ler, in jn.rs Lo fl'l"Dlent.. • 

• The 1dotcmcul th1Lt a liquor is tlWlu.faoturod from mJ111tic11lod grain receives rcmnrknble coufirmMiou iu Un• annals 
of early Dutch intercouno with F,mnoaa. 

'.l'he Emoossy to Jnflan, which, undel' Lwd .BLOClKIIOFl', left Bat:ivio. in 164 1, wM, tuLer clearing Macao, driv1m on the 
Pormoea C<lltl!t by o go.le of wind :wd remru.nlld in the island ao1ne time before proce«Hng nurlhwnrd . 

.Amongut ut.her inio=tion obto.ined respooting tho iale.n<l anu ita .inhnliitn.nts, it wu lhon not.cd lllnl "t.hia iislo is not. 
"etored with truoh winca u other places in India hnve, wb.ich lhuir troo, produce, l,ut they hnvu nnother aort of liqu or that 
"inebrintes no llll8 th11n tho lndino, or juioo or tbe Spanish E,=pe, wb.ich thoy prop,u,~ in thiB Wt\D.ller. They blke n qwlntity o[ 
"rice, whillh they put in a ve11scl 1I111Llc for Umt purpos.i nnd boil it, then turning it out, lhey lmeod it into littlo bn1l.a or p<>llllt~; 
"wbon they "re wcll ohewod thoy put it inu, Mother pot, lh.cro letting it etand lill growu 111ur; t.u this they pour n good 
"qu11Dtity or apring water, wb.ich being IIO 1111t togotbar, worlai II month or two, for ao long it, will formcut; whioh rlone, i t 
" beoom.L'II II oleru-, pl00811nt, wholesome Md fltrong liquor; thc longer they keep it I.he better it growa, (OT it will hold good 
"l.hirty yeans. Tho top of this liquor is thin nod clear, tho bottom, or BOdimont thiok Uko our J?dPi tho thin Wilkes I.heir drink 
" with which they often fuilillo; the tltiak ma.kca their Clludle to recover, which lh~y ou.t with 8!)00114 nflcr thuir reoovory .'" 

Lieutenant lliAD&, R. N., in n l'ecout work oo the South Sea lelruids, mentioDB LWLL Uu: nntives of the Friendly group 
prep.'U'o n wino or punoh by muticating lltalks of tho Kavn plnnt, which lll'O a.fterwnrdll plllCOd in n bowl o.nd covoroo with wntor; 
it would appear thcrdoro that the plan of 1DJ111ticmti.ng n 8u.betanco iotonllcd for ferment.at.ion, ia not confined to th .e Aborigi.nea 
ol Form.088. only. 
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Gl\rdens are not kept by them, consequently vegetables arc scarce. Fowle lhey poBBeSS in abundance , 
and these form the chief dish with them when entertaiuiug guests. Pumpkius lhey esteem highly, offering 
them as rnost suitable presents to their chiefs. 

The bodies of birds and small game Lhey roll.St without bloou-letting, but with larger game, such A.B 

doo1·, they both bleed and 11kin. The uncligested food found in a deer's st-0maoh is considered a delicacy and 
eaten after being dipped in St\l t. 

Style of ..Dreu.-The southern tribes crop the hair short oft' on their foreheads, and wear a bamboo hat. 
abont one inch in height, made from inverted sti-auds of bamboo, nud sewn together with red lllld blac.k 
threads. As hllt ornnmonts, white sea-shells are used aud descl'ibed as "ha ta. 11 On the wrists Lhey nre 
fond of wenriug corneli1rn bend ho.ogles. Clothing generally is described 118 "ke luh. " Ooat.a are worn 
which roach only to the waist and nre made from Chinese cloth, or from 1\ material of their own weaving 
cnlled t1 tak ko won." Their loinli are enveloped in two lengths of cloth known o.s "ob1\y yin." Amongst 
Ute northern tribes the samo style ohtaius, though some dress in deer skins only. 

•rueir chiof.s on all high do.ys o.nd holidays nppenr in a semi-Chinese get-up, consisting of a long robe, 
boots o.ud silk cap.~ 

The womou ween· lhe snme costume fas the men, o.ud lmvo five holes pioroecl in their cars, in which 
they insert bCAds known o.s "ho lnou pu." nound their necks they lmug tL string or bends t1 si hwuh yin 
yl\ na." Amongst Lho northern tribes lhe femnles nttire their heads with cloth puggcric11, which are coiled 
"lo.ou kwo, 11 nml are ornnmeutod wilh comcliau beads, shells, or gtll.&S circlets desoribcd as "chen haou 
tsan .11 

Those of the males who are good huolers, or who travel well, nre known ns "heung m11, tnh" nnd 
are dislinguished by hnving their loins girded with hoops or pnrti-colorod bamboo, which o.ro supposed to 
hold them togethct· and promote endurance . 

In the ears bamboo rings are worn, which tu·e grn.dunl1y iucreased in size until the ear lobes lengthen 
to the shonlder::1, when wooden ornnmcnts nre substituted. The porti-colored bRml.Joo hoopti and ear-riugs a.re 
alike discarded when n. m1lll enters the bonds of lllt\trimony . 

.Festivitiu.-On joyous occnsions ten or more of the savages join }l(luds and dMce round singing, 
hooting flud lnngbing. Their new year is ushered in with gcnoro.l feasting, nt which time also old suite of 
clothing are Cll.!!t away and new ones donned. 

M arriag~ Law8.- 'I'he southern tribes speak of mru:rulge llS "au mnou m.a hn. nn." Espousal gifts 
consist L1Bunlly of me11.Buros of bivnlves, although near Clrnohan deer's flesh is a.1-,o employed. 

The bivalves spoken of are about as big 11s the top or one's tbnmb, a.re obtained from clefts in the 
rooks on the sea shore, Md u.re grceuis.h or vnriegatod in colour. As but few cno be collected in a. day they 
are highly prized. 

When tho marriage day npprol\ohes the bridegroom sends in his present of bivalves enclosed in a 
bnskel of peo,tliar make nnd styled a "yih take." Ou tho happy da.y a cow is killed nnd gcncml feasting 
prevails. 

After lhe man's parents bl\ve satisfied themselves that tbe bride is of a filial disposition, a separation 
of the family takes plllce, the ideli of all residing together for a lifetime not being ontortniued, save in the 
011Be of a family oousisting of nu only child. 

Wbe1·e there are several male children nll are allowetl Lo man·y away save lhe youngest, who must 
bring bis bride to the patema l roof und remain as the supporl of the old eouplo. Simi11lrly, wilh a bevy or 

• Thill rwn11rk prove11 rnU1er l!Jat. the compiler of the articli, htls reliotl. 1111 iuCorlllJ\tion obtn.i:nocl from Bakkne l\Ild 
obbor11 who engngo in bnrter trnde, and who frequently ~,:c,hiu1gc nrlicl&1 of ChinllOc 001:1tumo for nitt.nns, timber, deer e:inew1<, &o. 

The samgea :ire extrcmcly fond 0£ bright Cl(J!ours, such llil woulu be runployL~l lu the material of o Ohinoi!o robe or 81ltin 
cop, but it is crlrc.maly dou11tful whelbor n rmi.1 ahioi would bo tempted e-ve11 by brig.ht coLJur,; to lle6Ulllll Chinc1111 garb in 
pN!crence to hi, OWll, which, being t-ight fltting, enable. him to 11U1rt on I\ hunting trip, tir w nuumll tJui wur tro.il, on tho 
iligbtcat, uoLice. 
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gi rls, Lhe youngest n.fter mnrrillge mnst remruu nt home to propagnto tho family no.me, whilst tho elder ones 

are at liberty to find shelte r with their husbands. 
In the event. of the demise of either mnn or wife, the sun ·ivor bas to remo.io sing le for n year. In 

th e event of fopiily discord or unfaithfuln ess, the wife mny he discarded, nor may she re-marry before her 
hu sband has chosen nnot.her pnrtner. Should !lbe re-mnn-y within the proscribed period, l10r new husband, 
her parents nnd herself tire mulcted of strings of beAds or of a cow. Should U\e payment of the fine be 
objected to by tho new husbnnu, tl10 nggrieved indjyiduo.l cnlh, togethe r his friends nnd makes a i-t1id on the 
house nnd property of his enemy, the chiefs of the lribo nU'oly inlerfe1·i.ug in such instances. 

Ad11ltory also entails n fine, o.nd the inju.red hu sbnnd, shot1ld he be success ful in his attack ou the 
offending purtic11, i11 at liborly to slny both. lf the mnlu offonder be n "mu tah II the case is altered, however, 
t he womim lJCing fined 11 j£ Lr of wine only, whilst the "mn tah 11 ~oeii unlllole.ited. 

Amongst the uurthern tribes lllnrriod folk are spoken of rui " mn miu, " the unmarried as '' gnu 
luh. " Mnrringes 1u·o nmmged in onrly life, bonds forming tlie betrothal gift. 

Ou mnrringenble age boiug nttninod, ond the mnrri nge day fixed, friend s nnd reJutious g1Lthur together 
and a general feast is hehl. PiE,rs and mwu lU'O sJnin for the ooo!U!ion, nnd onkes formed in the shor,e of a 
child are partaken of. ~[arringes nre considered binding for life. In6delity on the part of a wife is 
punishaulo ijy the tlestrnction of her plLlomnl roof uud thut of her pn.Tnn10ur'11 nlso. A fine of bends double 
tho amount given n.s t.he wedding present is further culled for, ru1u these n.re divided thrn11ghout tho tribe 
to which the womn.n belongs, in proof thnt in suoh and such n f1lmlly the offspring hnvc boon indifferently 
reru·ed. 

Fu11(ral Ri te.s.-In Lhe south a corpse is first. stripped naked, then euwrnpped 10 a deer akin, l\lld 
carried by four refat ives on to a hill -side, whore Lho skin is lniu 011( undarnoalh the body, and n suit. of cvery­
dl\y clothing is placed on lbe top. The wbulu is Lheu covered up with enrth. i.Vter this the buria l party nml 
re latives genera lly reti re jn--tloors for three dttys, neilher prepnriag food aor indulging in levity. Mourning 
is continued for a whole month, n.fter which ll1ey resume Lhei.r orclinnry occupnLion. During lhe th ree days 
they 1-emnin in-doo1·s they nre fed by ueighhow-s, o.nd the whole u·il,e, viewiug n deulh as an evon L of ill 
omen, rofmiu from lab our du.ring the snme period. During mourning, n widow leaves off h er enr-rings, o.ud 

wtless compelled to go nb-ro£Ld, wenrs none but her worst npparel. 
'l'h e n orthern so.vnges Mt differentl y ngrun. 'l'be corpse is accommodated wiL11 a rude coJliu and 

buri ed nlongsido the fate dwelling of the decensed. rrho ordiun.ry belongings of the departed are hung up 
before the grnve.11- Mourning continues for three duys, nt tho expiry of which lho relativ es wash tlleir 
bodies ond discard mourning habiliments . . 

• lt iii auriuua to note lhllt lliili habiL llllllilnillltca t.o UwL oommuo on lhc bu.rial u[ n North .American loWllll. 
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