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seco 11,I part, 11an1cly Engli sh-C hin ese, which we 1111,lcrstaml ts III a 
slat e of co 11sitlerablc forwardness, and which all acknowledg e to be 
a great des ideratum . Hoping that the Great Head of the clwrch 
will 1._,ng ~par e so uReful a life as that of our friend, ,ve have much 
pleas ur.e in commending his dictionary to the patronage of sino­

log 11es. 

'\ 

A RT . IX . Journal of Occurrences: trade at Canton; death 1if 
1-lmcgua; mnnorial of JI. £, Tlifmg regarding the affair 1111 
Formosa -; American commissioner to China; French ministe1· to 
China: intirview of the Fre11fh consul with Kiying; tyfou11 
at C!tusan and vici11ity. 

TRADE ai Canton under the new system does ·not, at its commencement 
work quite so smoothly as when Chinese officials· of every grade nnd nn111e 
were allowed lo extort from it · nll they wished. The lute hong-merchants 
have been call ed upon lo give their rulers a bemi,ole11ce, as Henry VII. of 
England would cn.H it, of ~pwards of five 11?illi(!ns, which they declare they 
are now unable lo pay, mnsmuch as· the1r ,nonopoly hns been taken from 
them. They have therefore concluded lo withdraw from busineBS as long ns 
this demand hangs over them, and ltave .taken down the Janl!!rns over the 
hong doors. The lingui sts too find that they were not includetl in the new 

· nrnrn" ements, and are clamorous for a return of the good olcl times, and wiFh 
to ha: e a stated sum given them for every lighter to and from Wluunpo:,, 
so,ncwhat as in former day.a. Some of the demands and tJ1e wants of lllfJ 

li·11r, 11is1,1, am! what tJ1e duties and work nre for which they rcr1uire pnr­
mP~l, are set forth in a stateme!)t, under date of Aug. 20th; they require tor 
thPir trouble ae custom-house clerks, $12 for every chopboat witJ1 imports, 
nnd $ 10 for exports, and give a schedule of the size ofa chopboat-lond. A 
co~imittee of foreign merchants has been appointed to examine into, anti 
arr~nae this matter with the linguists, but it has not hitherto been definitely 
settled. A class of persollll answering to the former ling\Wlt8 nnder the 
hona monopoly seem in.dispensable, and will no doubt be required in all tJ1e 
po~ to act for the foreign merchant in his transactions with the custom­
hous~ officers; and the only question is to know what is a fair compensa­
tion for their services. It would, it seems to us, be a good mode to have 
these duties discharged by Chinese clerks in the employ of tJ1e foreign 
merchants. 

Howqua-in Chinese Wu Tunyue~~the ~at hong-merchant died on 
tJ1e 4th inst., at the age of 75. A petition of hl8 presented to H. E. tJ1e go­
vernor a few month• since, and published in the Hongkong Regi ster, con­
tains a few pnrticula1 s of his family and affairs, which were introduced into 
the pa.pet for the purpoee ofahowing the falsity of the representations of one 
J,'iin, who had accused him to the governor of embezzling the consoo fund. 

Th e memorutl qf l'liiing, governor-general ofFukien and Chekiang, whi h 
we rxt rnrt from the Hongk ong Gazette , is n document of some int.crest: it 
shows unt ouly t.he di~po•ition of the Chinese gqvernmont lo do soml'lhing 
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iu uccur<luncc with tJ,c rcqucRl of H. M.', pl('nipotcntiary t,, puhish ll1t• lyi11g­
J"lrpct mlora uf .u 111oat ntrocious act, an<l thus for is well; but it shows tuu 
how little auth ority the imperial government has over this distant part of 
its dominions. The~e two officers would not, it is probable, have dared to 
execute tJie shipwrecked sufferers anywhere on the main, and took advnu­
ta~e of their di~tancc from the capital to get themselves advanced by report­
ing n victory. We are not, however, well informed ns to how far the law" 
of other nations generally visit the judicial murders of tyrannou s officers 
upon tJ1e111selves, except bf civil puni~hment, degradation, dismissa l, &c. 
H. E. l' liang disclaimed al sympnthy with the net of thr officers 011 ror­
mosa, and in making his report has done, W (' think, quite us much as could 
be expected from a Chinese officer. • . 

1 1 llia.ng, go\'e rnor-g e nc ral of Fuki e n and C hc kiang , 
0 

lavs hc li,r c tl1t· thron e Lhi1-1 hum­
l,lc re port of his proc ee dings , when , in ol.H~,lien ce to tlw i11111crial co mmau ,IH, he 

lml'lscd over to Form mm, minut e ly to iuve1ttigatc , and :.uwertain t 1c rt al fiu.:ts (uf 'J'a­
tung ;i's condu ct) . 

" \Vlicn his majesty 's slave rccc h·cd tl1c command to cross o,·cr to Formosa , ho tlurn 
mado a report of the genera l circumstances of his having given over the scaJs of office, 
lrnviug started on his j ourney, and having appointed oflic<:rs lo oHiciate as ge ner.11 of 
1Jivisio n aud intendant of circUit of the island . After arri, ·ing in Formosa , his majes ty 's 
1da,•c mn.do iuq11iric11 in the course of his journ ey , and also rece ived from \Vu Paufuug, 
licut. -co l., and She Meih , magistrate expectant, on their return to Kiai,. the vcrh:il 
report of' their inquiries among the peopl e of the north ern pnrts . This repo rt agreed iu 
uvcry parti cul:tr with the substance of the answe r given Uy all the ofliccrs who wore 
exa mined, all uniting with one voice in the statcmcut. th at, of the two foreign shipH 
(lcf-ltroycd, one went to nieces from had weath er encou ntered, and the other ~as drive n 
aHhore and founde red ; that there was no mee ting in bnttlc , or enti cing them in, 3.8 hat.I 
1,ecn st1.ted in tho report made by the intendant of circuit. . 

" It eecme that , on the-day of September 184), a tl,ree maatcd foreign vesse l rea ch• 
c<l t),e offing of Kiluog, and there anchor ed. On th e third day after, she passed hy w:oy 
of \V:111jintui, to the back of the island of Tnwulun. whore from strefts of' weather Hhc 
r..111 upon a ree f and went to piecea. \Vith tl1c exce ption of somo oJ' the crew who got 
iuto a lm:at, ,eel sail and escaped, nll the rest landed in co nfitseJ µroups , asking the pco . 

l,lr. for food, am.I were immediately seized by the village rs. \Vh cn the loc:Ll ofliccni 
1ca rtl th ereof, they proceeded to the spot, and. nf\er giving the villa i:rers the rc w:irclit 

promiseJ by proclamation., took into their own hnn<ls the cnptiv es from the fbreigu vet.• 
sc i and conv eyed tltem to tl1e chief town of Taiwan . The se facts wore ascertained, 
and are entir ely inconsistent with tho statements of tho original memorial . 

" Again on the 10th of March 18-1-2, there was a foreign venel stranded from l>a,1 we:tth• 
er, in tho roade, of 'rootekung at Taan , where she went to pieces. \Vith the •c.u ·,·p• 
tion of 1uch as were drowned at the time, the crew nJI landed nnd ran int o con<·ealmt.•nt. 
hut were taken and bound by the people of th e neighUOrhood, nnd kcrt hy thC'm in tlirir 
houses. On the thirtl dny nftcr, the civil and 1nili1,,ry Officers arrivcl, ga, ·e rewnrds as 
before, and carried the foreign prisoners away to tho authorjtics. Tlti s account also is 
not in uoi■on with that in the originn.J reeort . 

· ''But the statement that from the Miuµ lost at •rann , the ~uns , au<l other weaponR, L 
dr eH,,nncl official documents , wore from the cities of Chinha1 and Ningpo, ia perfec rl_y/­
true; Md those article~ w1::rc depo1:fitcd nt the ti.me hy the ge neral of division nnd 11,e 
iliten<lnnt of circuit , in tho arsennl, where they now remain . Now us these cirr.um• 
Htu.nces h:ip~ncd prior to the pacilication, when t_~.tch looked to do the utmost thnt l1is 
strength could accompliHh, Juul tJ,e genera l and intendant simply act(ld with n burning • 
hatre<i of their countr y's foe , their spirit fortified by the justne ss or1heir cauee , although 
they mijlht hal'e acted somewhat in excess of their duty , yet it would then have beeu 
attributnh le to the excite ment of a righteous indignation . But , when it is seen tlmt 
their eolc obj ect wn.s to make up a tale, and find eome preten ce for gn.inin~ and exc rcis• 
ing pntron:lflu, their offense is. indeed , one that ca lls for punishment; nor 11 any excuse 
to be fountl for it. His majc~ty'H !ila,·c, therefo re, personally intertog!lted Tahunga and 
Ynu Yung reg:mlin~ all the nbove detail ed fact• . how they cou ld ao falaely have repre­
sented them. At first they olJstinatcly pers isted in the tlcc lnration that the circum• 
stances wer e reall y as they had then reported . But when he further interrogated them 
regarding the words of which he had hea.rtl in th e course ofhia investigation, they enid 
nothing more , but immediately prese nted th eir ~rsonal Mlntcment, and. be~ed that 
they might be laid before the throne, and the punishm ent of their crime aolic1ted. 

"\Vilh re~1ud to the qucHtion of a connection with traitorous people in an internal 
reUt-llion, although ther e :rre on record the depo sitions tnkcn by the ge neral and inten• 
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clJ 111 tlurm µ, tl1t·ir ro 1,.tu , 1 l•I° affairs :w<l triul hf tl, iK ljllCSUun ; yi I l 11•1al1t110 und 1lu• 
ullu ·r for t.'1!.!'ll<•rs ◄ ' lh.l tr ,t1h.1rnl,._ 1woplc tul,.1•11, (w11li 1lu.: t ·x, ·up11011 of th t,st· who lmd 
alrl' 'll.ly :mitered d,~ath , ) havin ~ in ohc<lic.nc-c tu tltc imp er ial will, bee n libc m lc<l, !he re 
nrc 110 mf'nns of' ubtniuiug the P.vidcnce of undouhtccl <lopmntion ; nor ca n thil'I qum;tion 
(ifprO\ ·ed) be set up 11s n plea to 8Crecn the foult comm itted in the two false rcpor tH. 
Artd roun~ovcr, if' suoli high office rs ns 11 goneraJ nn<l an int cndnnt cnm1ot svuul upon (he 
simp le sll 1U•mc nt of o.ct uo) fa.cu., thoy 1d1ow the mse lves imlcc<l uugratcfitl for the im­
peria l fi.Lvor, nnd utt erly unw orth1 of the offices , th(ly lw ld. HiH: ma1·011ty1s Hluvt!, 
thorcto re , respec tfull y tr ;u1smits tho1r personal statCmcnts for the impcria peru sal, :111,l 
'Ill the same limo fonvr,rds his own stntcrnen t of the nctual facts ns asce rta ined by hi~ 
inv,•stigntion. Wh ether tho Bonn i shall be co mmand ed to pu11iid1 them sever ely ; or 
whcti1cr tl1ey fsho.11 he hnndcd over to'\ tho Board for now trial ; his maj esty's sla, ·c, 
mea nwhile, has brought Tahun ga and Ynu Yung back with him to the mu.in, there rCK• 
pcctfi1lly to' await the nnno uncr>ment of the imperial pica.sure. 

" I lis 1naj~sty1s slave has n:cc ivcd deep and abundant favors whi ch lrnvo entered into 
the ve ry 1narro w and life of his• being. \\Tith humility he has read the word it of the 
impe rial rcscript. ' If lli aug in the sligl1test degree pra~tice concealment ~ 3ful will nnt 
r;1~t ;u1idt• eve ry conside ratio n of reganl for the parties concern ed, so that wo shnH l.m 
rnadP. to award reward and puni shmcntJ rnisL'\kc nly Ami unju stly , aud thn.t injury flhall 
bt.-occa.'iioned to the grn11d me11s~re ot pncificatio n now lxmrling, lioreafter when wo 
,;hall f rom some other source become i\W,arc ofthis, .whnt, c t lli nng ask himse lf, will ho 
the puni shme nt due to him? Let him well ond tr emblin gly cornm.lcr thi s. And Int a 
copy of Kiying's rep rese ntation be forn •nrded to him .' Luminou s nnd bright indc-:cl arn 
these di,•i11e comma nds; brilliant as emrrnations from th e heavenly lipht s tl1enumlvc~. 
And who and wh;lt is th e emperor'~ slilYe, that ho Hhould dnre to cne riKh the leru-t 
thoughts of'deceit and fotsehood ! Moreo, •e r, Le Tin ~yu and ."u Tin gy uh ,·ould trll 
Kiyi ng of what they had heard, and should his majesty's Hl:1\'o not trul y anti co mplete ly 
report the factB, liow will ·he ye t be able to preve nt 1wrsons from telling of them. 

" \Vith respec t to the reward i:i nnd distinction s grnnt ed to th e volunt ee r militia . on 
th e two occRSions, at 'l'aan nnd at Kilun g, fi,r their exe rtion s, these sho uld be lctl 
un touc hed, for the people of those parts are of an unste ady mind , nnd these will ~crvc 
to stir them up with a grateful se nse of the imper ial beno"olcnce. nnd to Ji spo1,c them 
to ready effort in :my em-,rg:cncy. But as rega rds the civil and militar y officcrH, tlu :ro 
has heen so much and slich gre:i t dece it . that it hecomcs nccessa rJ1 to n.sk thnt the 
Board may be comm:mded to annul aJI the grants of honor nnd distinction to any office rs 
engage d on the two occOBions, when the toreig ners were t'lkcn prisoners. All the cir• 
cum~tan ces of his. visit to Fonn osi\ n.nd of' th e secre t invcs tiA"ntion C(lrriccl on hy him , 
he thu s rC!'!pectfiiJty rcpoi-t.s, praying his 1111gmtt so ,·ereign 1s i.ncrcd pe ru,ml thereof'. 

P . S. "The leng th of t ime that will be takE::n in co 1we_ying n <li~1uuch over from 
F'ormosn. is very uucertain , and the inst :mccs of los~ not unfrcqucnt; and thi s memorial 
lms th erefore been de lnyed till af\cr the memorialist 1s ret urn over to the mai n. Iii\'" 
'h1\Ving ,•ncated his en thl y nppointment:s, n com muni cution of this memoria l will 1c 

made by exp ress to the govcrno r•gcneral of the 1'wo Kiang, Kiying . It ift thou ght right 
to a<ld these p;1rticulars, whi ch are with grea t re spec t repo rt ed ." 

The imperial reply . 
" On the 'lthh of April the follo,1.;•lng-imp erial co mmnnd s were rccci vC'd. 
' ' In consequence ofTahunga and Yau Y ung havin g repo rt ed thnt during th e month of 

Septemh er. 184 1, an J;:nglish ,•cssc l had suddenly app roached the co:11:1t of Form osa, 
when the said ge nernl of division , intendRnt of circuit , and others , led on the troop s 
and militia to the att nck ai1d sunk the vei;i:se) : that , ngnin in tho month of Mar ch Inst 
yea r, a. foreign vesse l sntldenly entere d the h:ubor , wh en th e loca l officers and troo\'" 
e nticed her on to ll i,hnal, and tliat they had on these occM ions, succe1u,ivt>ly c:rng 1t 
and kill e,1 many of th e forcivncrs, and capture d sundr y Chinese milit ary wcnpomt, flags, 
banners, nnJ other t ffings : Our imperia l plcasuie was th erefore , on eac h of th ese oc. 
casion s, declared , graciously comm ending and rewartlincr tho ge nera l, intoncJant , aud 
all othe r person who exe rted then11~ulvct1 in the se ver.ii affairs. 

" But af\.erwards the foreigners, afte r their p::i.cification, prcHcntcd a do cument ttt:iting 
that T ahunga and others hnd treacherou sly massacred some shipwre cke d forci gnf'rs, 
and that framin g a story of lrnving t.i.ken tl1cm in nnns as prisnncra of w.u, they hnd thu s 
fdlsCly represented it t.o u~; and this stat c rn<'nt of the foreigners lrnvin,t? been by llian g 
and Kiying success ively report ed to us, our comma nds were th en give n to llian g, to 
pass to J'onnosa, and cxn mi ue into nnd adj udicate the mntt er. , 
, "I t now appears from his report , upon exami nation und inquiry among the office rs o.nd 
common people, that , of the two foreign vesse ls des troye d , one went to pieces from th e 
had wea the·r enco unt ered , and the other was d.riven asho re by stress of weat her; thnt in 
nei ther caae wa!-1: there any me~tlng in batt le , or e ntici ng into dan ge r. On bei ng ex ­
amined into , ·rnhu nira and Yau V1111~ thon1selvcs ha.vb con fCru~cd. that thC"ir report wa-11 
a pre-arrang ed and 1ha<lr- up onf'. a11J tltat their nim c is wholly undeniabl e , and ha,·c 
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prcsonLCtl Lo lliang Ll1 1r_ owu dcpo1utio11s rct.1ucs t111~ 111111 lo rt•pory'clc11rly tu Lb tlial 
they may mci,t dhc puuu1h111 11t. 
H Thi 1:1 affair having origin:tlly haer c nct.1 prc,•inualy to tlio pa,;ifica tion of the furclgn­

cn, , at that tim e, when urHlc r th o 11npnlso of n ju st in<ligunti on,-h:ul th e ,zcnnu l n11tl 
int endant rcpn rtcJ acc ordfo g to th e truth , \Vo should sur e ly ourse lve s have kn nw11 
how to act. But thus to dece ive n.nd fahJil)', in or<lcr to oht.1in uwrit , is con,!uct cx­
ceetlingly lmtc l'ut..to us. In tltc one case they stat.cc.I that th ey luul n1ct in batll o, and in 
tlic other, that they had enti ced in, the enemy . No t . until ll ian,:d 1at.l passed uvcr to 
Fonnosa , n11d exami ned in tlu;i: 1natter, did th ey at all pr ese nt thei r tru e personal 
state me nts, and c9 nfcsR thei r ~uiJt . '11hus Har r:rntly havo they f-lhown iugratitucle for our 
grac ious fovors , n.ml hl\'ol\•cd themselves· in tllc bitter co11sc•111ouces of crime. 

i i L et Tnhun ga aml Yau V1111i;r be dep rived uf"tlicir rnnk. n11d handed ove r to th e B,mrd 
of Puni shmcnt:j, aml let the miuistcrs of the Grand Coun ci l b 1.cnt to join with th e 
llmm.1, in jud 1,i11g them, rcpu rt.i11g fully to us t.hc decis ion co 111c to , and let all thci 
officers and oil1ers wh o were rcco mmcnclcd a!:t h,tvini.{ exerted th emse lves .1t Taiw an, 
Kilun g, aml T ann (c:ulutli ng only th e n1ilitia ilml othe r privat e inclividuals), and all the 
civil arid milit.ary fuuctionari es who have bee n promntei.t and co mm ended for thei r 
dili ~onc<', he cl priv cd of all the honorH they have tl1ui:t ohtai ncd. 

14 111 cher ishing C hin es e a11<l forcigncn, we look upon Cilch with th e snmo 11ual 
hc ne \•olcncc. And , th e ge nr ra1 and intc111.la.11t ;ifurcs.aicl, having bl•cornc amcualilo by 
thei r crime to pu11i::1hmcnt , we will nnt all ow, that lmcnusc th e represe nt.al ion c:unc 
from out."1iclc lbrci~ncrs , it shou h.l be carclcsisly cast a.siclc without i11vei-;ti1,;"ntion. Our 
own snhjcctg nud fOreigncrs, miui slf:rs nnd J, cop lc, sho uld all 1Llikc u11der1na11J, th at it id 
ou r l1igh desi re to act with e ven lmmled an perfect jm:itir:c . Hes·pcc t thitL ·, 

.fl oommi.,.,ioncr, lo China, from tJ1e government of the United St1ttes of 
A111cricn, has been nppointcd. Th e commissioner, Mr. Caleb Cushing, was 
e.xpected to emhark at Boston in Jun e or July, and from thence µroceed to 
London and Pari~-to obtain 1tll possible information at those courts, touch­
ing the pluns und purpo, es of the Briti sh and French governments in their 
intercourse with China. From Paris he will proceed to Dombny, viii Suez, 
und tJ1ere embark in one of the vessels of the squadron destined for the Chi­
nese waters. Mr. Cuahing may be expected in China ut the close of this, or 
early next y1mr in tJ1e frigate Brandywine, commodore Parker . 

.fl French. 111inisler M. Lagrenee, has nlso been appointed by the French 
government to come to tJ1is !country ; it is said he will be aecumpanicd by 
an ndmiml at the head of n squadron. _ 

.fln inl erview belwun H. E. Kl.rfi•tg nnd tJ,e French consul, count rle Rutti­
Mcuton, took pince at Canton, the itccount of which we extract from tJ1e 
Canton Press. The Chinese high officers hnve been taught many a lesson 
in their treatment of foreign funct ionaries since the time when gov1m1or Lu 
in 1834, told lord Nnpier, "tlmt tJ1e great ministers of the ,·elcstinl empire, 
unless with regard to affairs of going to court nnd currying tribute, or in 
consequence of imperial commnn<ls, nre not pennitted to hnvc interviews witJ,. 
0 utside bnrbnrilllls." See Chi. R ep. vol. III., p. 287. 

" Thie ceromony, which was preceded by several visits to the Fren ch consu I and capt . 
Firmin Duplan front the Kwangchau fu anti a•delcga tc from the imperial com mission­
er, may -be considered another progressi\ •e step in th e events which have lntc ly take11 
place. 'r owards 8 o'cloc k of the morning of the 6t h inst. , two ho11ts belonging to the 
French corvette Alcm enc left Canton lbr th e pince of mee ting. Th<'y contained the 
French consul, cnpta..io Duplnn , tbc chancclier du consu lat , eig ht 0Jfic11rs of the co r­
,•ettc, a.n interpreter and scvernl private gent lemen , and reached the house of Pwan­
keciu.i an.er an hour 's pull . There th e com mand ant and consul were shown into 
the large hnll , and a delegate of the imperial commissioner, the Kwnngchau fu aml 
scvemJ other officen1 paid their respects to them. ,\t near the fntur fixed upon , an 
officer wearing a crystal button announced thnt the imperia l commissione r was prc­
pnred for the interview, when the c~risul n.nd cap tain Duplan with the ~thers ~fore 
1nontioncd, descended to the receptwn-Mom, and there found the high Chmesc 
officcn1 nnd a numb e r of other functionari es wen.ring white and blue buttons . 

"So me compliments havin g p3..Ssc d, the French consul presented his credentiaJs from 
thr min iste r of for ign nffairs, to th e ,:?O\·.-gonora\. who h,mdccl them to the imperia l com. 
111isR1011cr, n.ncl the latter LOok not e ofnnd rrtumct. 1 th em to him . After tJ1iM many qu~i;-. 
lirniR "' ' ro put. co 11,·crni i1a hiH majc:,11y the kint nf 1hr Fu•n ...-h. alao11t Fr1111t P. ;11HI lu·r 
111111i<:-!crs gc11r-r,dly. aml 111:,,, . rarticu1.,rlr ,\1. (: 11i1.,,1 hcril llH' !lw :--ultj i~ct vren1n·rn;a . 
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