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Joseph Beal Steere was born in Lenawee County, Michigan on 9 February 1842 to 
William Millhouse and Elizabeth (Beal) Steere.  Joseph was educated in Michigan and 
received his BA from the University of Michigan in 1868 and his Bachelor of Laws in 
1870.(1) 

From 1870 till 1875, he undertook a scientific journey around the world (most likely 
funded, in part, by the State Museum of Michigan, for whom he was serving as a 
Collector in Natural History).(2)  Steere first went to Brazil and traveled far up the 
Amazon by boat.  He then crossed the Andes and boarded a ship for China.(3)  Steere 
was drawn to Formosa by both anthropological and botanical interests.  As early as 
1871, Steere made an initial visit to the south of the island, collecting botanical 
specimens.  In October and November 1873 he accompanied British consul Thomas 
Lowden Bullock and Reverend William Campbell, assisted by a number of porters and 
servants, on an anthropological venture into the interior of southern Formosa.  In 
March 1874, Steere again set out with Mr. Bullock and a man by the name of "Mr. Budd" 
from Takao.  Steere spent time developing connections with plains aborigine villagers 
in order to establish contact with the more remote natives, whom he eventually visited 
before returning to the United States in 1875.(4)  During 1874 and 1875, Steere also 
found time to travel in mainland China, the Moluccas, and the Philippines.(5) 

Upon his return to Michigan in 1876, Steere took up a position as instructor and 
assistant professor at the University of Michigan.  He was subsequently promoted to 
full professor in 1879 and served in this capacity until 1893.  Steere led groups of 
students on multiple excursions to the Amazon and the Philippines in the course of his 
professorship at the University of Michigan.(6)  

Steere married Helen Buzzard on 30 September 1879.  It is not known whether or not 
they had any children. 

After he stopped working at the University of Michigan in 1893, Steere primarily 
engaged in farming and study, although he took one final trip with a group of students 
to the Amazon in 1901 to collect specimens for the Smithsonian Institution and the 
Buffalo Expedition.  Although little can be said about the latter half of Steere's life, he 



most likely continued farming at his residence in Ann Arbor, Michigan until his 
eventual death on 7 December 1940 at the age of 98.(7) 
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