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Thomas Lowden Bullock was born to Reverend J. F. Bullock at Tadwinter, Essex, 
England on 27 September 1845.  He studied at Winchester when growing up and 
received his MA from the New College at Oxford.(1)  Bullock was married to Florence 
Horton, daughter of the late S. L. Horton of Shifnal, Salop, and had one son (who later 
joined the general consular service) and one daughter (who married a Hong Kong 
government official).(2) 

In 1866, having gained the title of commander, Bullock traveled to Formosa with Doctor 
Cuthbert Collingwood aboard the H.M.S. Serpent.  They first arrived at Takao on 6 May 
1866, and proceeded to circumnavigate the island, visiting Taiwanfoo, Tamsui, Bangka, 
Keelung, and Sauo.(3)  Three years later, at the age of 23, Bullock became a member of 
His Britannic Majesty consular service in China and was appointed consul to Tamsui by 
the early 1870s, where he was to remain in service for nearly 10 years.(4) 

Bullock made numerous trips into the interior of Formosa, including a trek through 
southern Formosa with Reverend William Campbell and Joseph Beal Steere in October 
and November 1873.  Bullock was primarily interested in novel discoveries among 
aboriginal tribes and villages, and commented that it was becoming common for 
Westerners to visit the southern preserves of the "savages.'  Bullock also enjoyed 
hunting, and traveled into the foothills from Takao to shoot pheasants with Steere and 
Mr. Budd during the Chinese New Year in March 1874.(5) 

In 1879, Bullock took over the consulate at Chinkiang from Herbert J. Allen, beginning 
what was to become a distinguished career in China.  He was later transferred to 
Newchwang, Fentien Province, where he expressed concerns (in more than 80 
dispatches) regarding military operations in Manchuria during the Sino-Japanese war 
in 1894.  His primary attention was reserved for the missionary community that was 
active in that region, and he managed to persuade most of them to withdraw before 
Newchwang came under Japanese control for about nine months in 1895.(6) 



Bullock retired from the consular service in 1896 or 1897 at the age of 51 due to ill health 
and returned to England.  In 1899, he became a professor of Chinese at the University of 
Oxford and taught there until his death at the age of 69 on 27 March 1915.(7) 
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