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Archibald Colquhoun was born off the Cape of Good Hope, South Africa, in March 
1848 to British Doctor Archibald Colquhoun, who worked for the Honorable East India 
Company's Service of Edinburgh.(1)  Colquhoun received his education in Scotland, 
and then went to work in India as a civil engineer, employed by Indian Public Works; 
he eventually rose to the position of executive engineer.(2) 

In 1879, Colquhoun served as the secretary and second in command of the Government 
Mission to Siam and Siamese Shan States.(3)  After completing this mission, he returned 
to England on furlough for a few months.  He spent most of his furlough engaged in 
planning for an expedition with C. Wahab through southern China and the Chinese 
Shan states.  This 1881-1882 expedition explored the territory from Canton to Bhamo in 
order to trace the best route for a railway connecting Burma and China.(4) 

Colquhoun's career took yet another turn in 1883 when he became the London Times 
correspondent during the Franco-Chinese War.  While serving in this capacity, as 
traveler and political commentator, he made brief visits to Hong Kong and Tonquin in 
1883, and to Keelung and Tamsui in 1884.(5) 

After the end of the Franco-Chinese war, Colquhoun traveled to Siam in connection 
with the railway construction that was currently underway there in 1885.  Apparently 
taking a liking to Colquhoun's proposal for the annexation of Upper Burma, the British 
government appointed him the Deputy-Commissioner of the Sagam district in Upper 
Burma, where he served until 1889.(6) 

Colquhoun then accompanied the Pioneer Force to South Africa and became the first 
Administrator of Mashonaland upon its occupation by Britain in 1890.  While serving in 
this post, he executed the Manika treaty.  He subsequently returned home in 1892, 
visited the United States in 1893, and retired in 1894.  Retirement did not, however, 
keep Colquhoun from traveling and actively engaging in a number of pursuits.  He 
visited Central America in 1895 to examine Nicaragua and the Panama Canal routes; 



returned to China in 1896, in connection with negotiations for railways; and from 1898 
to 1899 traveled through Siberia, Eastern Mongolia, and China from north to south.(7) 

In 1900, at the age of 51 or 52, Colquhoun finally married Ethel Maud Cookson, who 
(using the pen name Mrs. Towse Jollie) later published several works, both together 
with and independent of Archibald Colquhoun.(8)  From the early 1880s until his death, 
Archibald Colquhoun continued to publish widely and to read a number of papers 
before the Royal Colonial Institute, the Geographical Society, the Society of Arts, and 
the United Service Institution; he also contributed to English, American, and German 
reviews. 

Colquhoun spent much of the rest of his life traveling.  From 1900-1901, he and Ethel 
traveled in the Pacific -- the Dutch East Indies, Borneo, Philippines, Japan -- returning to 
England via Siberia.  From 1902 to 1903, he traveled in the West Indies, Central America 
and the United Stated, and throughout South Africa in 1904 and 1905.  In 1913, 
Colquhoun once again visited the Panama Canal and carried out one last mission for 
the Royal Colonial Institute in South America before his death on 18 December 1914.(9) 
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Honors and Memberships: 

Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society; Gold Medalist Royal Geographical Society; 
Silver Medalist Society of the Arts; Member of the Institute of Civil Engineers; and 
editor of United Empire (Royal Colonial Institute Journal).(10) 
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